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together many valuable suggestions and just conclusions, and 
has performed his task in a manner which entitles him to the 
thanks of the rational friends of religion. He sets out with the 
axiom, that God who reveals is the same being as God who 
creates, and therefore that a revelation truly divine must agree 
with the established facts of creation. Under the heads of cos- 
mogony, geology, natural history, astronomy, natural philosophy, 
medical science, and chemistry, he offers considerations to 
demonstrate that the facts of creation do agree with the teach- 
ings of the Bible, and that the analogies between them are strik- 
ing and constant. It is in the field of analogy, that we should 
be most disposed to differ'from the writer ; for we think that a 
few of his resemblances are rather fanciful than real, and con- 
tribute little or nothing to the support of his argument ; but at 
the same time, we have no doubt, that the majority of them can 
be sustained and established. 

We trust that in time our citizens will be so well convinced 
of the alliance between the study of natural history, and the 
cause of religion, morals, and refinement, that the Society, 
before whom this Address was pronounced, will receive more 
and more of their attention and liberal support. 



5. — Wrifford's Chirography , with engraved Writing Copies, 
designed as a Standard System of Instruction and Style 
of Hand. For the Use of Schools in the United States. 
Newly Revised and Published by the American Chiro- 
graphic Society. Concord, New Hampshire. Moses 
G. Atwood's Press. 1833. 

On the subject of handwriting, most of us are willing to 
admit, with the dignified simplicity of Richie Moniplies, in " The 
Fortunes of Nigel," that we are " very conscious of some small 
weaknesses ; there is no perfection in man." Those of our 
readers who were not previously acquainted with the fact, will 
doubtless be gratified on being apprized of the existence of the 
American Chirographic Society ; an association, formed about 
ten years ago, with the laudable purpose of introducing improv- 
ed methods of teaching the art of chirography into our common 
schools. The pupil's progress in this department has been gen- 
erally referred to his own discretion, on the principle of Dog- 
berry, that reading and writing come by nature ; his instructer's 
conscience being fully satisfied when he had provided him with 
pen, ink, and paper. The members of this association were 
impressed with the conviction, that the only sure method of ac- 
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quiring an easy and elegant style of handwriting, is that of 
adhering to a system ; and they have adopted that of Mr. W.rif- 
ford, as the most simple and efFectual one within their knowl- 
edge, and have recommended it to the public in the strongest 
terms of approbation. 

Mr. Anson Wrifford, the author of the system in question, has 
been distinguished as an able and successful instructer in chi- 
rography for more than thirty years. The field of his labors 
may appear to many to be an humble one, as that of all instruc- 
tion is too apt to be considered ; but such an estimate can only 
be formed by those, who have never reflected on the application 
of this art to almost all the business of life. Mr. Wrifford began 
by directing his efforts to the attainment of practical results, by 
fixing the attention of the pupil on the formation of the various 
letters, separately, until the object was accomplished ; instead of 
presenting him with a model in the form of a copy to be imitat- 
ed, as a whole. This mode of instruction is so obviously in 
conformity with common sense, in the attainment of other arts, 
as well as this, that it seems almost ludicrous to regard it as 
peculiar to any individual ; yet we are assured, by the Committee 
of the Chirographic Society, that the only mode of instruction 
which prevailed before the introduction of Mr. Wriffbrd's system, 
was the " course of random practice." However this may be, 
there can be no doubt that his system has been attended with 
entire success ; and that it ought to be regarded with great favor 
by all who have at heart the interests of education. It is impos- 
sible to enter into a detailed account of it here, or to give an 
account of the various publications by which he has introduced 
it to general notice ; but he is certainly entitled to high praise 
for the perseverance with which he has matured it, and the taste 
and judgment which have rendered it well worthy of the public 
favor. 



6. — A Discourse on some of the Diseases of the Knee-joint ; 
delivered before the Massachusetts Medical Society, at 
their Annual Meeting, May 31, 1837. By George 
Hattward, M. D., Professor of the Principles of Surgery, 
and of Clinical Surgery in Harvard University, and Sur- 
geon to the Massachusetts General Hospital ; with an 
Appendix, containing the Proceedings of the Society, 
and of the Counsellors. Boston. 1837. 8vo. pp. 54. 

The occasion, on which this discourse was delivered, was one 
of great interest to the medical profession in this commonwealth. 



